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PROFESSIONAL BIOGRAPHY & SHORT SUMMARY OF RESEARCH INTERESTS 
 

• Current Position at Koya University: Darya currently serves in a vital role at the Health and 
Safety Directorate and Research Center within Koya University, contributing to the advancement 
of health and safety practices in the academic setting. 

• Mental Health Consultancy with UN Agencies: As a Mental Health Consultant for various UN 
agencies, Darya offers invaluable expertise and support in addressing mental health challenges 
within diverse populations, contributing to global mental health initiatives. 
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• Clinical Practice Providing Psychotherapy: Darya also serves as a clinician, offering 
psychotherapy services to both local and international clients. With affiliations with organizations 
such as US-based ComPsych, Darya provides vital mental health support to individuals from 
diverse backgrounds, employing evidence-based therapeutic approaches to address a wide range 
of psychological concerns. Her dedication to clinical practice ensures that individuals receive 
quality care and support to improve their mental well-being, both locally and across borders. 

• Assistant Editor at Global Psychiatry Archives Journal: Darya's role as an Assistant Editor at 
the Global Psychiatry Archives Journal showcases his commitment to advancing psychiatric 
research and dissemination of knowledge in the field. 

• Co-founder of the Global Psychiatric Association: Darya's role as a co-founder of the Global 
Psychiatric Association demonstrates his leadership in shaping the direction of psychiatric 
discourse and practice on a global scale. 

• Experience as Peer Reviewer for Prestigious Journals: With extensive experience as a peer 
reviewer for reputable journals including Elsevier, Wiley, Springer, and Taylor & Francis, Darya 
contributes to maintaining the quality and rigor of scientific research in her field. 

• Founder of ISIS Syndrome: Darya's identification and exploration of ISIS Syndrome as a new 
psychosocial disorder among ISIS affiliates highlight his innovative approach to understanding 
and addressing complex psychological phenomena in conflict settings. 

• Iraq Junior Ambassador for USERN: As an Iraq Junior Ambassador for USERN, Darya actively 
engages in scientific activities such as research, book writing, and conferences, fostering 
collaboration and knowledge exchange within the scientific community. 

• Research Collaboration with George State University: Darya's research collaboration with 
George State University and leads a project focusing on the Kurdish genocide, particularly 
examining events such as the Anfal campaign, chemical attacks on Halabja, and the persecution of 
Yazidi people. This ongoing initiative aims to conduct several empirical research studies 
investigating various aspects of these historical atrocities, shedding light on their psychological, 
social, neurological and cultural impacts.  

• Research Collaboration with Harvard University: Darya's collaboration with Harvard 
University underscores not only his dedication to engaging with esteemed institutions but also his 
pivotal role in supervising research endeavors aimed at advancing understanding and 
interventions in critical areas such as suicide, psychopathology, and psychosocial intervention. 

• Research Focus Areas: Darya's research focuses on diverse yet interconnected areas including 
cognitive neuroscience, neuropsychology, suicide prevention, psychopathology, and psychosocial 
intervention, contributing to a comprehensive understanding of mental health and well-being. 

 
 

CONFERENCES AS KEYNOTE SPEAKER: 
• 2nd and 3rd Global Psychiatric Association Conferences (2022 and 2023). 
• 3rd International Conference on Research Challenges and Recent Trends in Applied and 

Humanitarian Science (Komar University, Iraq). 
• Conference on Suicide Prevention in Iraq co organized by IOM and Koya University (2022). 
• 32nd World Congress of Suicide by International Association for Suicide Prevention in Slovenia 

(two abstracts accepted). 
• Local scientific journals: concerns and insight for future improvement by Knowledge university in 

Iraq on 2018, November 27th to November 28th, 2018. 
• Research workshop a Koya University, 23/1/2024 as panelist talked about how to publish in 

impact factor journals.  
 
RESEARCH COURSES: 

• Research Project How to be a Researcher organized by the Kscien Organization for Scientific 
Research from October 2018 to December 2019. 

• How to Prepare a Proposal for Review Articles conducted by Elsevier over two days in November 
2020, 4-hour training session on How to Publish a Paper in International Journals, facilitated by 
Kscien Organization for Scientific Research in September 2017. 

• Psychological Research Specialization program through the American Psychological Association 
spanning three months starting in March 2023. 

• Introduction to Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis training offered by Johns Hopkins 
University, comprising 13 hours of instruction in August 2022. These comprehensive courses 



reflect Darya's commitment to advancing his research skills and expertise across various domains 
of scientific investigation. 

 
 
 
 
SPECIALIZED COURSES: 

• Positive Psychiatry and Mental Health - Sydney University, Australia 
• Clinical Psychology - Monash University, Australia 
• Science of Wellbeing – Yale University, USA 
• Positive Psychology (5 courses) by Martin Seligman– University of Pennsylvania, USA 
• Advanced Neurobiology - Peking University, China 
• Behavioral Genetics - University of Minnesota, USA 
• Human Neuroanatomy - University of Michigan, USA 
• Synapses, Neurons, and Brain - Hebrew University in Jerusalem, Israel 
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